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SUBJ: IMPORT LIBERALIZATION 

REE: SEOUL 0633 

1. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THE FORMER MONTHLY EXPORT PRO- 
MOTION CONFERENCE HEADED BY THE PRIME MINISTER HAS CHANGED ITS 
NAME TO THE "TRADE PROMOTION CONFERENCE" TO GIVE EQUAL EMPHASIS 
TO IMPORT ASPECTS OF FOREIGN TRADE. 

2. AT THE FIRST MEETING OE THE NEWLY DESIGNATED CONFERENCE 
HELD JANUARY 26, THE GROUP REPORTED TO PRESIDENT PARK THE FOL- 
LOWING MEASURES TO BE ADOPTED IN AN IMPORT LIBERALIZATION PROGRAM: 

(A) SHARP REDUCTION IN THE RANGE OF ITEMS UNDER DIRECT IMPORT 
CONTROL; 
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(B) AN EXPANSION OF AN ELASTIC TARIFE PROGRAM TO CONTROL 
IMPORTS INDIRECTLY THROUGH ADJUSTMENT OF TARIFF RATES; 

(C) MORE FLEXIBILITY IN THE IMPORT DEPOSIT REQUIREMENTS; 

(D) SIMPLIFICATION OF IMPORT PROCEDURES AND REDUCTION OF GOVERN- 
MENT RED TAPE; AND 
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(E) THE PHASED ANNOUNCEMENT OE IMPORTS TO BE LIBERALIZED IN 
ORDER TO PROVIDE TRADERS WITH ADVANCED NOTIEICATION. 

3. ALTHOUGH THERE REMAINS SOME SKEPTICISM REGARDING THE GOVERNMENT'S 
LIBERALIZATION OE IMPORTS, THIS APPEARS TO BE ANOTHER INDICATION 
THAT THE ROKG IS IN FACT GIVING INCREASED AND SERIOUS ATTENTION 
TO LIBERALIZATION. IN TALKS WITH EMBASSY OFEICERS, ROKG OFEICIALS 
AND PRIVATE EXPORTERS CONTINUE TO REAFFIRM A MORE POSITIVE 
IMPORT POLICY TO AVOID EXCESSIVE LOCALIZATION AND THUS KEEP 
THEIR EXPORTS COMPETITIVE AND TO BENEFIT KOREAN CONSUMERS. 

SNEIDER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE LIBERALIZATION, IMPORTS, PRESS COMMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 27-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SEOUL00738 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770029-0654 

Format: TEL 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 977/newtext/t1 97701 12/aaaaaklj. tel 

Line Count: 74 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f5ba38d0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 SEOUL 633 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3484291 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IMPORT LIBERALIZATION 
TAGS: ETRD, EGEN, KS, MTN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f5ba38d0-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



